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Wild Duck Sketch
M LIN Chue
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Ducks painted in endearing and vivid postures are a common motif of works by Lin Chue. The Xuanhe Catalogue of
Paintings (1120) records those depictions of pine trees, bamboo, chrysanthemums, plum blossoms, gulls, herons and wild
geese, afford painters an opportunity to convey the artist’s peace of mind and leisurely life. In this context, wild geese also
include wild ducks, and the use of ducks and geese in literati paintings symbolize the painter’s quiet and leisurely state
of mind. Research by Hsieh Chung-Heng indicates this painting is most likely of a goose, with the simple depiction and
strong strokes showcasing the rich flexibility of the plumage as the bird looks back, while the addition of reeds reaching
from left to the right gives the painting the dynamic structure of an inverted “C.”
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