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is winter and their branches guide the viewer to the center of the painting where a small child riding on top of a young 
ox and a farmer carrying a hoe over his shoulder move towards the foreground. In the background, elegant brushwork 
depicts mountains in the distance. Although this work is a classic Yuan Dynasty literati landscape painting showing both 
banks of a river, Chou Kai takes the ploughing ox returning home as his motif. In the Xuanhe Catalogue of Paintings oxen 

his desire to have a successful and long-lasting career.
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