


Reference materials:

1920
Born on March 29th in Xincuozi, Kunjiang Village, 

Beimen Township, Tainan County (now Tainan City),    

a small fishing village of Keliao in Nankunshen.    

Hung Tung's father has already passed away             

by the time he is born.

1976
Hung Tung hosts his first solo exhibition at the United 

States Information Service’s Lincoln Center (now the 

228 Memorial Museum).

Artist Magazine publishes a special feature on Hung 

Tung’s exhibition in its March issue. In April, the 

magazine invites various experts and scholars to 

discuss Hung Tung’s work as part of a major article.

The China Times’ supplement publishes a series of 

daily articles on Hung Tung from March 12th to 17th.

Central Daily News and United Daily News publish 

reports on Hung Tung, while the USA’s Time 

Magazine publishes a special feature about the artist.

Hung Tung presents a painting to Ambassador 

Leonard S. Unger at the US Embassy in Taipei.

Chiang Ching-kuo, then Premier of Taiwan, visits 

Hung Tung at his home village of Keliao in Beimen 

Township.

Solo exhibition held at the President Department 

Store in Kaohsiung.

1994
Joint exhibition ‘Taiwan Native Art Festival’           

held at the Taipei County Cultural Center.

1945
Works as a fisherman and a medium,                       

among other occupations, until 1970.                                                

Is known as ‘Uncle Zhu-dou’ among the locals.

1977
Solo exhibition held at Kaohsiung City Stadium.

1986
Liu Lai-yu, Hung Tung’s wife, dies.

1991
Joint exhibition ‘The Native Art Festival’ held at the 

Eslite Spectrum Art and Literature Space in Taipei.

1992

1987

1970
Decides to devote himself fully to painting at age 50.

Briefly studies painting with the artist Tseng Pei-yao  

in Tainan City.

Submits his works to the Provincial Art Exhibition and 

applies to hold two solo exhibitions                            

at the Tainan Cultural and Educational Center and   

the United States Information Service in Tainan.         

Is rejected on all counts. 

1972
Exhibits over 20 pieces as part of a photography 

competition at a temple fair held by the Daitian 

Temple in Nankunshen. His pieces catch the eye of 

reporters in attendance at the event. An article about 

him, entitled ‘The Mad Artist,’ is published in the 

July/August issue of the bi-monthly magazine ‘Echo 

of Things Chinese.’

Gao Xinjiang publishes an article entitled ‘The Popular 

Story of Hung-Tung’s Paintings’ in the China Times 

newspaper supplement.

1973
In April, the magazine ‘Lion Art’ publishes a special 

edition entitled ‘A Legendary Artist – A Hung-Tung 

Special.’ This issue of the magazine sells out within 10 

days.

Lion Art hosts a discussion panel about Hung Tung’s 

artwork at the Chinese Writers’ and Artists’ Associa-

tion on Roosevelt Road in Taipei. Content from the 

panel and feedback from readers who wrote in to the 

magazine are published in the May issue of Lion Art 

under the title ‘Everyone’s Talking About Hung Tung – 

The Response to the Hung Tung Special Edition.’

Dance troupe ‘Cloud Gate Dance Theatre’                

incorporates elements of Hung Tung’s work            

into the stage design of their dance act                   

‘Showing Cards and Changing Costumes.’

1997
Traveling group exhibition ‘the Taiwan Simplicity Art 

Exhibition’ held at the Taipei Fine Arts Museum.

1996
Solo exhibition ‘A Passionate Life: A Retrospective of 

Hung Tung Ten Years After His Death’ held at the 

Tainan Municipal Cultural Center and at the New York 

Cultural Center in the US.

Joint exhibition ‘Taiwan: Kunst Heute’ held at the 

Ludwig Museum in Aachen, Germany.

2018
Theater troupe ‘Thunar Circus’ write and perform   

the play ‘Hung Tung’s Fantasy,’ which draws from    

his works as inspiration. The play premieres               

at the Weiwuying Opening Season Circus Platform.

2020
Solo exhibition ‘Representation of a Legend: 

Centennial Celebration of Hung Tung’                      

held at the Tainan Art Museum.

2022
Joint exhibition                                                             

‘The Wild Eighties: Dawn of a Transdisciplinary Taiwan’ 

held at the Taipei Fine Arts Museum.

2004
Join exhibition ‘A Layman’s Spirit: International 

Outsider Art Exhibition’ hosted at the Museum of 

International Folk Art. Yale University publishes a 

catalogue of the exhibition.

Joint exhibition ‘Reflection: the Development of 

Taiwanese Art in the 70s’ held at the Taipei Fine Arts 

Museum.

Taipei Fine Arts Museum acquires Hung Tung’s work 

‘Festival’ for its collection.

2006
Joint exhibition ‘The Developement of Taiwanese Art 

1950-2000’ held at the National Art Museum of China 

in Beijing and the Taipei Fine Arts Museum.

2010
Solo exhibition ‘Aesthetics of Taiwan – The Wild 

Wonders of Hung Tung’ held at the Taoyuan County 

Government’s Cultural Affairs Bureau.

2011
Theater troupe ‘Rare But Not Unique’                   

writes and performs ‘The Hung Tung Project,’      

which premieres at the Taipei Songshan Cultural and 

Creative Park No. 1 Warehouse.

Hung Tung passes away on February 23rd.

Hung Tung Memorial Exhibition held at the American 

Cultural Center of the American Institute in Taiwan 

(now the 228 Memorial Museum).
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