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FEEREGEIR (collective memory) o

Pei-Chi KUO | Sound Portrait — Tarwan Series
LCD TV, frame

Courtesy of the Artist

Artist Pe1-Chi Kuo creates portraits of the presidents of Taiwan with musical notations arranged on
sheet music. Screens are embedded 1n adorned frames that mimic the style of classical portrait
paintings. CGorresponding to each political leader and the time period that he/she belongs to, each
president portrait has a unique theme song with varying ensemble arrangement and composition.
On the portraits, viewers can see a timeline moving on the sheet music, from lett to right, and from
top to bottom. When the timeline reaches the stacked notes that form the president portraits, the
orderly instrument music turns into irritating, incoherent noises, as if out of tune. The songs that
repeat 1n cycles symbolize the social pulsation under the policies of that particular era and also raise
doubts about political correctness.

Sound Portrait-Taiwan Series plays around the names of the presidents, such as Soon Zong Sam,
John Jay Rock, John Ji Go, Ii Dam Way, Chen Shit Ban, Ma In 9 and Vegetable English. The
artist, corresponding to the ideology held by each politician, selected the following theme songs -
“Sun Yat-Sen Memorial Anthem”, “Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Song 7, “I Love Republic of
China”, “Waiting for Spring (Bang Chhun-hong)”, “Rice Dumpling (Sio Bah Tsang)”, “A Xiucai
Stumbling on the Horse 1s Goming” and the “National Anthem.” These different music
genres--national anthem, military music, popular music, children songs, and even
politically-sensitive music banned during martial law in Taiwan-- allow the artist to humorously
reflect the particular historical backgrounds and stories of the presidents. This work presents the
important historical trajectory in Taiwan since the 1950s and showcase T'aiwanese people's
collective subconscious and pluralistic memories.



