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Examining Geological Shifts Around Tainan Art
Museum Building 2 — Starting with Collection from

the Eastern Wall Pavilion
Cheng, Dao-Cong”, Cheng, Tsai-Chin™*
Abstract

Collection from the Eastern Wall Pavilion was originally stored in the Library of
Japanese Cabinet, and there was no record of it in any catalogue of public and private
collections since the beginning of the Qing dynasty, which was why little attention was
paid to this book of literary importance for the history of Taiwan. It was not proved
until a recent comprehensive study by Chu Hung-Lam revealed that the collection
consisted of classical poems was written by Zheng Jing. Subsequently, Taiwanese
scholars began to research the collection, and following several papers that have been
published, Collection from the Eastern Wall Pavilion has since become an important
source literature for the study of the Ming-Zheng era.

Collection/from the Eastern Wall Pavilion was published by Zheng Jing in the 28
year of the reign-of Yongli Emperor, Ming dynasty (1674, or-the 13" |year of the'reign
of Kangxi Emperor, Qing dynasty) afterhe joined the “Revolt of the Three Feudatories?
and sent forces westwards to mainland China to attack the Fujian area. Zheng arrived
in Taiwan in the 18" year of Yongli (1644) and wrote 480 poems in the next decade as
records and reflections of his time in Taiwan. He wrote an average of 4 poems per
month, which were published in the Collection from the Eastern Wall Pavilion. 1t is
revealed in the poems that the Eastern Wall Pavilion was where Zheng worked,
attended to state affairs, discussed poetry, and held banquets. However, based on
several research papers, many scholars believe that the Eastern Wall Pavilion was
located in a city by sandbank and surrounded with lagoons (kun-sin). However, upon
closer inspection, many descriptive words that are not typical of the sunny and windy
Anping sandbank are discovered in the verses, including emerald bamboos, green moss,
dancing butterflies, flower paths, green lotuses, lotus blossoms, willow trees, dark-

purple berries, withered flowers, Bambusa bamboos, pines, chrysanthemums, forest,

* Researcher of The Culture Association of Tainan City
" Executive of The Culture Association of Tainan City
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cliffs, river streams, budding plum blossoms, wild monkeys, remote temple, emerald
pavilion, moon terrace, boat, bell, birds, courtyard, balcony, garden, rocks, and etc.
Furthermore, there are also many architectural terms found in the Collection from the
Eastern Wall Pavilion, with many architectural structures mentioned besides the
Eastern Wall Pavilion, such as the River Pavilion, Rain Pavilion, Qian Garden Building,
Rong Veranda, River Gloriette, North Gloriette, Spring Garden, Leisure Garden, Water
Heart Gloriette, Grass Secondary Pavilion, etc. This indicates that the Eastern Wall
Pavilion was likely an architecture cluster and was a garden estate with buildings next
to water and lush vegetation. If the Eastern Wall Pavilion wasn’t located in what was
known as the city of Anping and was in Dongning, which area in the present day Tainan
was it situated then?

Taiwan became completely controlled by the Qing dynasty in the 23" year of the
reign of the Kangxi Emperor (1684), and officials were appointed from Fujian to serve
in Taiwan, which was in its early development stage and also located far away from the
capital; therefore, official buildings from the Ming-Zheng era were initially adapted as
official administration buildings. This is why there are several records of “Ming-Zheng
era old buildings” documented in the archival documents on Taiwan. The Taiwan
Prefecture Gazetteer was compiled and printed in the 35™ year of the reign of the
Kangxi Emperor (1696) by Gao Gong-Qian, the then Taiwan-Xiamen Circuit Intendant
under Fujian Province. Included in this gazetteer are poems describing views at the Fei
Pavilion and the Cheng Terrace that were listed in the “Eight Views of Taiwan”. The
poems corresponded with the views seen at the Eastern Wall Pavilion, suggesting a
direct spatial and temporal correlation between the two.

Tainan Art Museum Building 2 is located in what used to be the Shezailin District
during the Qing dynasty. The building is near where the Yi-Chiu Mountain Mansion
used to be, and to its east was the site of the Prefectural School, to the north was the
Military Defense Circuit, to the west was the Coast Guard Sub-Prefectural Magistrate
Office, and to the south was the Horse Soldiers’ Camp. Descendants of the Ming royal
family and the Zheng family had settled in the area since the Ming-Zheng era. It is
documented in The Taiwan Prefecture Gazetteer that “The Taiwan-Xiamen Circuit
Prefectural Administrative Office is located in the west; it is a historical building from
the Ming-Zheng era...The Coast Guard Prefectural Administrative Office is located in
the west; it is a historical building from the Ming-Zheng era...” Yongfu Elementary

School is now located in the former site of the Taiwan-Xiamen Circuit Prefectural
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Administrative Office, which is within 300 meters northwards from the Tainan Art
Museum Building 2. The site of the old Coast Guard Prefectural Administrative Office
is within 100 meters to the west of the museum. Moreover, 400 meters to the northeast
side of the museum is the Zheng Chenggong Ancestral Shrine, a Zheng family shrine
built in the 17" year of the reign of Yongli Emperor (1663, or the 2" year of the reign
of Kangxi Emperor) which is now a municipal cultural heritage site. To the south of the
Tainan Art Museum Building 2 is the Tainan Judicial Museum (former Tainan District
Court), and the site used to be the Horse Soldiers” Camp where Ming dynasty military
officer, Chien Wei-Po (Ma Sin) was stationed. The geographical location of Tainan Art

Museum Building 2 is arguably the heart of Taiwan’s early development.

Keywords: Collection from the Eastern Wall Pavilion, Yi-Chiu Mountain Mansion,

Ming-Zheng era old building, Eight Views of Taiwan
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