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Art Resurgence: Scientific Analysis and Conservation
of Wong Kun-De's The Platform

Wu, Wan-Yu*, Chen, Chun-Yu™*

Abstract

Scientific examination techniques for assisting in the preservation and
conservation of cultural heritage have become a global trend, with advanced Western
countries investing significant manpower and resources in the development of scientific
detection technologies for artifacts. Scientific detection primarily involves the analysis
of artifacts through various sophisticated instruments to understand their composition
and factors contributing to their degradation. Non-destructive testing has rapidly
advanced in recent years, providing important scientific data for the preservation and
maintenance of cultural heritage with minimal intervention, thereby offering a reliable
reference for subsequent preservation efforts.

Annex C of the “1972 Charter of Restoration™ provides' guidelines for the
conservation of paintings and sculptures, requiring a comprehensive investigation and
documentation of the condition of artworks prior to restoration, including the use of
various spectra such as natural light, ultraviolet, infrared, and X-rays. Such
documentation not only assists restorers in better understanding the artworks but also
helps determine the restoration approach. During the restoration process, each decision
must be supported by a theoretical foundation, especially when faced with complex
issues and diverse discoveries. Therefore, scientific verification and multi-party

discussions are necessary to ensure the reliability and effectiveness of restoration

* Associate Curator, Research & Collection Department, Tainan Art Museum.
™ Assistant Researcher, Institute of Cultural Heritage Preservation Research, Bureau of Cultural
Heritage, Ministry of Culture.
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decisions.

This case study focuses on the scientific examination of the painting The Platform
by artist Wong Kun-De. Scientific instruments were utilized to inspect the artwork's
deteriorated condition and determine the materials and factors contributing to its

degradation, thereby formulating restoration strategies.

Keywords: oil painting scientific analysis, oil painting conservation, Wong Kun-De
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