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The Acceptance and Significance of Xie Guanqiao's
Ink Paintings in Taiwan, China and the East Asian
World- from the Perspective of the History of

Collection
Lin, Su-Hsing"
Abstract

Born in Zhao'an, Fujian, Xie Guangiao was good at ink flora and fauna
paintings, and he was one of the representative painters of the "Zhao'an School of
Painting." He had come to Taiwan on more than two occasions during which he had
had close contacts to officials such as the Lin family in Bangiao, Wu Shangzhan in
Tainan, as well as the Lin family in Wufeng. During his visit to the Lin family in
Bangiao together with Lu Shiyi and Ye Huacheng, the trio were popularly known as
"The Three Masters of Bangiao," who consequently exerted a far-reaching influence on
the early calligraphy and painting circles in Taiwan. Xie later met Lin Wencha, the head
of the Lin family from Wufeng. Lin admired him very much and immediately hired him
and treated him as a guest. In the 3rd year of Tongzhi (1864), Lin Wencha was ordered
to lead Taiwanese soldiers to cross the sea to Zhangzhou city to attack the Taiping
Army. Later, due to the lack of reinforcements, he was eventually captured in
Wansongguan. Being grateful for Lin Wencha's kindness, Xie immediately rushed to
the enemy's front to rescue Lin Wencha, but unfortunately, he was also surrounded and
killed. In fact, he was one of the three major artists who died during the Taiping
Rebellion.

Although Xie Guangiao's achievements in calligraphy and painting had
always been ignored in the mainstream Chinese painting circles, his artworks received
considerable attention among the collectors during the Japanese colonial period.
Through the study of exhibitions and media coverage at that time, this article is
committed to the inquiry into the efforts of the Japanese Colonial Government, and its
significance, to promote the accomplishments of such "traditional" calligraphers and
painters through official newspaper, amidst the fervent call for "civilization " and "
modernity" in the 20th century.

Keywords: Xie Guangiao, history of collection, transculturality, Chinese painting
and calligraphy society in Taiwan, Japan, art history of Taiwan

* Professor of Department of Art History, Tainan National University of the Arts
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